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the soil, which by constant and progressive accumulation, diminishes;
and in the end totally destroys the power of vegetation.
There are no rivers within some miles of the cantonment; and the
only appreciable source from which malaria can be supposed to arise,
is the aforementioned large tank. This, when full, is upwards of three
miles in circumference, but being for the most part extremely shallow,
it is soon reduced during the dry season, to half that extent, by the
rapid evaporation from its surface. In this half dried state noxious
exhalations have been supposed to issue from it, giving origin to re-
mittent fever which has occasionally prevailed here; but some other
causes however, must be referred to as capable of producing this form
of fever as it has occurred during seasons, when the tank was com-
pletely filled. The smaller tank mentioned above, which extends
along the western base of the rock, and terminates at the fortifica-
tions, is the source from which the garrison and the inhabitants are
supplied with water for culinary and other purposes.
The fort is a quadrangular, building on the summit of an isolated
mass of rock not remarkably high, but protected by three distinct
ranges of works, one above the other.
There is but one ascent to the top, partly formed by steps cut in
the rock, and partly by scaling its irregular surface and taking ad-
vantage of its cavities.
The pcttah below is spacious and contains a good bazaar, besides
barracks for the European troops, and houses for some of the officers,
the principal cantonments, however, are without the walls.
The fort or fortified rock, around which the cantonment of Bellary
is situated, is a baro granite hill, of an oblong, or rather a semi-elip-
tical form, the longest diameter of which extends from south to
north.; it rises abruptly from the plain to the height of ftmx hundred
and fifty feet, and is about two miles in circumference. Viewed on
its eastern and southern sides, it presents a bold and precipitous as-
pect, and appears to be comp^rd of & tu^e heap of loose fragments
irregxilarly piled on one another; on its western face, it declines with
a gradual slope towards the plain, and exhibits a smooth, unbroken
surface, indicating that it was originally one entire solid mass, and
that, on its more exposed aspects, it has been gradually decomposed,
by the continued action of the elements. At the distance of a few
hundred yards to the northward, is a long ridge of bare rugged rocks